Computer Utilization in Sweden

by Walter Rust


When examining the computer usage in various countries Sweden is an excellent choice to highlight a country that is leading the western world in utilization of computers. I have chosen Sweden for this assignment, and will be examining three major areas, including computer utilization by the populace, internet usage, and increasing utilization in their workforce. This will illustrate they are a leading country in western world in the areas of computer usage and ownership, the usage and access to the internet, and rapid integration into the workplace.


Sweden is one of the leading countries in the world, if not the leader for percentage of the population that is using computers or owning a computer. A 2007 survey by the Pew Research Center indicates that Sweden leads the world in percentage of the population that is using computers. The percentage was estimated to be 82%, which is extremely high, even higher than in the United States (Agam Shah). When it comes to computer ownership Sweden is not the world leader, but the still ranks among the countries with the highest percentage of computer ownership by the populace. The survey showed that 81% of the population owns a computer, while not as high as South Korea or Kuwait, this is still higher than the United States where 76% of the population owns a computer (Agam Shah).  These statistics show that Sweden is among the countries with the highest use and ownership of computers, this seems logical for a first world country where the climate keeps most of the population indoors during the winter months.


Another major area we should consider when analyzing computer utilization in a country is the usage of the internet and the percentage of the population that has access to the internet. Data compiled by the Computer Industry Almanac shows that Sweden is among the world leaders when it comes to internet usage by the population. In Sweden for every 1000 people, 814.8 of them are using the internet (Computer Industry Almanac). This is much higher than in the United States which ranked 13th on this list, internet usage there was 769.9 per 1000 people. All of the Scandinavian countries ranked high on this list, again I feel that fact that this is logical since all are first world nations with a high standard of living and in the far northern hemisphere where the climate is cold and people are inside for a greater portion of their day. One should also consider the percentage of the population that has internet access, usage alone does not imply that the households are connected to the internet. Internet cafes or wireless hot spots are extremely common in Europe, and the growing trend of wireless devices that connect to the internet as opposed to stand alone computers could easily skew the data on internet usage, so we should consider internet access as well. The Pew Research Center survey that cited previously also included information on the percentage of the population that has access to the internet and email, it indicated that 79% of Sweden's citizens have access to the internet (Agam Shah), this is slightly lower than the percentages found in the Computer Industry Almanac data but still quite close. It is obvious that Sweden is a leading country in terms of internet usage and access.


The final area that is to be examined is the usage of computers in the workplace. A recent survey by the EWCO (European Working Conditions Observatory) found that Sweden is rapidly integrating computers into the workplace. Usage jumped from 29.6% in 1989 to 64.7% in 2001, that percentage more than doubled in a little more than a decade (Anni Weiler). This shows a workforce that is rapidly including the use of computers into their jobs. When the survey data is examined from an gender or age basis it reveals some interesting data as well. 66% of the men in the Swedish work force use a computer, where  63.5% of the women use computers (Anni Weiler). Though nearly equal it still shows men use computers slightly more, the percentage data is similar to many of the neighboring countries.  The data on age distribution and computer workplace usage follows the global trend, it leans toward the younger segment of the population. In the Swedish workplace, 70% of those workers from ages 25 to 34 use a computer, this is higher than any of the other age brackets examined by the survey (Anni Weiler). This shows a trend that will most certainly continue to rise as the workforce continues to age. 


In conclusion, the data and information presented clearly show that Sweden is a world leader in the percentage of computer usage by the populace. In the areas of utilization by the general population, internet usage and access, and use in their workforce, Sweden is far ahead of many other countries. This is ironic when comparing to the United States. The country that developed the microprocessor, personal computers and the internet, now lags behind other nations in terms of computer use, internet access and integration into the workplace. Sweden is at the top of the list in many of these areas, and if trends continue this way, they will most likely remain there.
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